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being here and thank you for your services. W e also have g u e s t s
of Senator Rod Johnson under the north balcony. We have Orner
Troester oi Hampton, Nebraska. With him is an exchange s tuden t ,
Alberto Porras of Costa Rica. Would you gentlemen please stand
u p a n d b e r e c o g n i z ed . Tha n k y o u f o r b ei n g he r e . W e also h a v e ,
over un d e r t h e sout h balcony, a fo rmer member o f t h i s
Legislature, Senator Tom Fitzgerald,would yo u p l ea s e s t a n d up
and wave you r hand . Th an k you . Please welcome S enator
Fitzgerald back. Thank you , Tommy. Nr. Cl e r k , b ack t o t h e
r eading .

CLERK: (Read LB 81-98 by ti tle o f the first time . See
pages 61-67 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: We ' ll stand at ease for some 15 minutes or half an
hour while we get some of the work caught up up here i n f r on t .
So be at ease, please, for a while. T hank you .

EASE

CLERK: Meet i ng of the Health Committee, u nder t he no r t h
b alcony , r i g ht n ow . Health Committee, north balcony right now.

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BAPRETT: Addi t i o n a l b i l l i n t r odu ct i on s , N r . Cl er k .

ASSISTANT CLERK: (Read LB 99-150 by title for the first time.
See pages 67-76 of the Legislative Journal.) T hat ' s al l I h av e
at this time, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Nore b i l l i n t r odu c t i on s , Mr . Cl er k .

CLERK: ( Read LB 15 1- 160 b y t i t l e f o r the first t i ne. See
pages 76-79 of t he Leg islative Journa l . ) Mr . Pr " s i d en t , in
addi t i on t o t ho se new b i l l s I have n e w res olutions. (Read
LR 1-2 fo r t h e first time. See pages 79-81 of the Legislative
Journa l . )

Nr. P r e s i d e n t , i n add i t i on t o t h ose i t e m s I h ave a se r i e s o f
announcements. Nr . President, there will be a meeting of the
Execut rv e Bo a rd t od ay t three-fifteen for purposes of
referencing. Executive Board, three-fifteen for r efe r e n c i n g .

Nr. President, Senator Rod Johnson would like to have a meet i n g

35



March 15, 1 989 LB 81, 8 9A , 1 6 3 , 228 , 2 7 0 , 32 5 , 3 3 9
4 27, 438A, 5 21 , 5 43 , 5 80 , 6 03 , 7 6 4
LR 2, 54 , 55

CLERK: 29 eyes, 5 nay s , Mr . P res i d e n t , on the advancement of
LB.. .o r L R 2, excu s e m e.

PRESIDENT: L R 2 i s ad v an c e d . D o you have s o meth i ng f or t he
record, M r. C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: Mr. President, I do, thank you. N ew resolu t i o n s , L R 5 4 ,
by Senator Be rnard - St evens . (Read brief description of LR 54 as
found on page s 1 1 5 3 -5 4 of the Legislative Journal.) LR 55 by
S enator Be r na r d - S t evens . (Read br i e f d esc r i p t i on o f LR 55 as
found on page 1154 of the Legislative Journal.)

Your Committee on Natural Resources reports LB 81 to General
File with amendments; LB 163, Ge n e r a l Fi l e with amendments;
LB 270, General File with amendments; LB 325, General File with
amendments; LB 764, General File with amendments. Tho se a r e
signed by Se nator Schmit as Chair. ( See pages 1154-56 o f t h e
Legislative Journal.)

Education Committee reports LB 228 to General Fi le ; LB 543 t o
General File with amendments; LB 427, indefinitely postponed;
LB 521, indefinitely postponed; LB 580, indefinitely postponed.
(See pages 1156-57 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, Senator Coordsen would like to print amendments
to LB 339 and Se nator L y n ch t o LB 8 9 A . (See p a ges 1 160-6 1 o f
the Legislative Journal.)

Judic i a r y r epor t s LB 603 t o Gen e r a l File with amendments.
S igned by Senator Ch i z ek . (See pages 1157-60 of the Legislative
J ournal . )

New A bill, LB 438A, by Senators Wehrbein and Hall. ( Read b y
title for the first time. See page 1161 of the Legislative
J ournal . )

Mr. President, an announcement. The Appropriations Committee
will meet in E xecutive S ession o n Th ur s d a y , M arch 16 , a n d
Friday , Ma r ch 17 , at eig ht o' clock i n Room 1 0 0 3 .
Appropriations, eight o' clock next Thursday and Friday. That' s
all that I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: (Gavel.) Senator Dierks, for what purpose d o y o u
r i se?
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CI.ERK: (Read record vote. See pages 573-74 of the Legislative
Journa l . ) 9 ay e s, 25 n ay s , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , o n t he ad op t i on of
the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Th e amendment fails.
Nr. C l e r k ? The ca l l i s r ai sed .

CLERK: Yes , Nr . Pr es i den t , Senator Scofield has amendments to
LB 66 2 t o b e p r i n 't ed , Senato r Ko r s ho j t o LB 8 1 . See
pages 574-75 of the Legislative Journal.

Banking Committee whose Chair is Senator Landis r epor t s LB 1 146
t o Gene ra l Fi l e , LB 1199 G e n e r a l F i l e , LB 1061 Gen e r a l F i l e w it h
amendments, those si gned by Senator Landis. ( See pages 5 7 6 - 7 9
of t h e Leg i s l at i v e J ou r n a l . )

Mr. President, your Committees on Educ a t i o n and Rev e n u e t o whom
was re f er r ed LB 10 5 9 r ep or t s t he same back to General File wit h
committee amendments at t a c h ed , s i gn ed b y Sen a t o r s Ha l l and
Dierks as vice chair of the committee. ( See pages 5 9 7 - 8 1 o f t h e
Legis l a t i v e Jou r n a l . )

Revenue Committee reports LB 239 indefinitely postponed, LB 249,
LB 299 , LB 8 32 , LB 850 , LB 894 , LB 10 34 , those ar e r ep o r t ed
indefinitely postponed, all signed b y Sen ator H all . (See
page 581 of the Legislative Journal.)

Health and Human Services offers a corrected committee r epor t t o
LB 871 . Gen er a l Affairs Committee reports LB 1074 to General
F il e a n d L B 8 6 4 i n de f i n i t el y p os t p o n e d . And Hea l t h an d Human
Services reports LB 104 ! to General File. ( See page 5 8 1 of t he
Legi s l at i v e J ou r n a l . )

Last item I have, Nr. President is a reques t b y Sen at o r Nelson
t o add h e r name t o LB 9 15 as co- i n t r od u c e r . ( See page 5 8 2 o f
the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: No ob j ec t i o ns ? S o ord e r e d .

CLERK: That's all that I have, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Sen ator Emil Beyer,would you p l e ase adjour n us

Anything for the record,

until tomorrow at nine o ' cloc k .
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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the George W.
Norris Legislative Chamber for the opening prayer today by
Pastor Jerry Leever, our chaplain of the day. Pastor Le e ver i s
from Belmont Baptist Church here in Lincoln. Pastor L e ever .

PASTOR LEEVER: ( Prayer o f f e r e d . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y o u v e r y mu ch , P a s to r L e e v e r . Please
come back again. Roll ca i l .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Nr. President

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Any corrections to the Journal?

CLERK: Mr. President, no corrections this morning.

SPEAKER BARRETT: A n y r ep o rt s , any announcements, any messages'?

CLERK: Mr. President, your Committee on Education, w hose C h a i r
is Senator Withem, reports LB 1037 to General File, that' s
signed by Senator Withem. Business and Labor Committee, whose
C hair i s Sen a t or Coo r d s e n , reports LB 1135 as indefinitely
postponed, that's signed by Senator C oo r d se n a s Cha i r .
Agriculture Committee, whose C h a i r i s Sen at or Rod Johnson,
reports LB 972 to General File; LB 83 as indefinitely postponed;
LB 117, indefinitely postponed; and L B 7 1 8 as i nde f i n i t e l y
postponed, those signed by S enator Johnson a s C h a i r o f t he
Agriculture Committee. Education Committee reports LB 1033 t o
General File with amendments, that is signed by Senator Withem
as Chair. And General Affairs Committee, w hose Chai r i s Se n a t o r
Smith, reports LB 862 and LB 936 to General File with committee
amendments attached, those signed by Senator Smith. Enrollment
and Review reports LB 663 to Select File with E & R amendments,
Nr. Pr e s i d e n t . An announcement that Senator Kor s h o j h as
selec ted L B 8 1 a s h i s p r i o r i t y b i l l . Notice of hearing by the
Agriculture Committee for T uesday, February 6 . A nd f i n a l . l y ,
Mr. President, a report from the Employees Retirement System
t hat ' s filed pursuant to statute. That ' s a l l t h at I h ave ,
M r. Pr e s i d e n t . (See pages 583-90 of the Legislative Journal.)

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u. Noving to Select File, Nr. Clerk,
LR 8CA. Will you brirg us up to date.

8963



F ebruary 1 , 1 9 9 0 LB 37, 81 , 2 4 0A, 4 09 , 42 2 , 4 6 5 , 5 4 3
678, 678A, 863 , 9 5 3 , 1 0 04 , 1 1 24

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: G ood morning, ladies and gentlemen.Welcome
to the George W. Norris Legislative Chamber on this the 20th day
of the Second Session of the Ninety-First Legislature. Our

h aplai n t h i s mor ni n g , Dr. Jo hn Wa g ner, Presi de n t o f Un i on
College. Mr. Wagner.

DR. WAGNER: ( Prayer o f f e r e d . )

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u , so much, Mr . Wa gner. W e hope y o u

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Any corrections to the Journal?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any announcements, reports or messages?

CLERK: Mr. President, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
respectfully reports they' ve carefully examined engrossed LB 37
and find the same correct l y eng r o s sed; LB 240A, co r r e c t l y
engrossed; L B 4 09 , L B 4 22 , L B 4 65 , L B 5 4 3 , L B 6 78 , L B 6 7 8A, al lof' those reported correctly engrossed, all signed by Senator
Lindsay as Chair of the E * R Committee. ( See pages 612-16 o f
the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, Senator Smith has designated LB 1124 a s he r
p ersonal p r i or i t y b i l l t h i s session . Sen a t o r H aberman h a s
selected LB 9 53 as one of the Retirement Systems Committee's
priority bills. Senator Smith has designated LB 863 as o ne o f
the General Affairs Committee priority bills. And Senator
Carson Rogers selected LB 1004 as his personal priority b i l l .
That's all that I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. The Cha i r h a s a ver y s p e c i a l
announcement at this point. Today, Fe b r u ar y 1 s t , i s the
birthday of Senator Carson Rogers. S enator Rogers ha s p r o v i d e d
the treats on each of the desks this morning. H appy b i r t h d a y ,
S enator R o g e r s . Mr. Clerk, to Item 5, on General File, 1990
priority bill..

C ERK: Mr . Pr es i d e n t , LB 81 was a bill introduced originally

c an come back aga i n . Roll call.
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by S enator K o rsho j . (Read title.) The bill was introduced on
January 5 , l ast year , Mr. President. At that time it was
referred to the Natural Resources Committee for public hearing .
T he b i l l wa s ad va n c ed to General File. I do have committee
amendments pending by the Natural Resources Committee.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Senato r Mor r i s s e y , could you
the committee amendments t o L B 8 1 i n t he
Chairman.

M r. C l e r k .

get to the bill.

conscience on the committee amendments then.

possibl y hand l e
absence of t he

SENATOR MORRISSEY: According to the floor boss of this bill,
Senator Korshoj, he is going to gut the bill and replace it with
all new language. So , I don't believe we need the committee
amendment's at this time. I would encourage you t o vo t e y our

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair, I believe, w ould r e c ogn i z e S ena t o r
Franklin Delano Korshoj. ( Laughter . )

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Mr. Speaker, we do not n ee d t hes e amendments
now, so a n o vote would be fine with me at this time. Let ' s
just take the no vote, and then I'd take the yes v ote w i e n we

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, sir. Any other discussion on the
committee amendments? If not, those in favor of the adoption of
the amendments please vote aye, opposed n a y. Pl ease record ,

C LERK: 5 ay e s , 1 3 n a y s , M r . P re s i d e n t , on adoption of committee

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendments are not adopted.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Korshoj would move to amend his
bill. Senator, your amendment -is on page 574 of the Journal.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Korsho j, p l eas e .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Mr. Speaker and members, this bill affects
only one district that I know of, and that's my district. I t ' s
an attempt to settle a Hatfield and a McCoy feud that's been
going on there for...since a flood happened five or six years
ago. A real brief history, three years ago the board came and
wanted me to i ntroduce a bi l l , whi c h I d i d i n t r od u c e and got

amendments.
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passed, that gave the b oa r d the authority to subdivide for
voting precincts. Since the 1915 or '16 it was always at large
voting, the whole district voted every year. They came t o me
and they wanted to divide into two or three voting precincts
with precinct voting. So, I introduced the bill and t here w a s
no opposition at that time. But the bill read that they could
divide into two or more, and they divided into seven precincts
fc r voting, and that is when we started getting some problems
with it. So I am gutting the whole bill just to co rrect an
error that we made in the original bill three years ago, and al l
my bill does today is add to the bill that we had two years ago,
that after the board has divided the district, pursuant to
subsection so and so, the board shall not divide the district
again or change divisions until precinct voting is completely
phased in and an election has been held for the directors to be
elected in each precinct. All this does is say, fine, you' ve
divided it, now we will accept that, but give us ou r p re ci n c t
v ote . I t ' s j ust a matter of fairness. So, u nless there a r e
questions, why I'd just ask you to support this.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Morrissey, did you care to

SENATOR MORRISSEY: Yes. When we heard this bill l ast ye a r I
got the impression that there were people that had seats that
were just absolutely locked up, and there w as no way y o u could
get them out of there. That there were people from out of state
that had large groups of votes that could give thei. proxy to
other people, and thus they were locking up huge areas. Now,
how are y ou changing tha t7

SENATOR KORSHOJ: We' re not changing the precincts at all. But
what this does is it lets everybody get one vote. So there will
be three or four precincts that will be no vote, that land is
locked up. But the people who are in the voting precincts, that
did not get to vote for seven years, s ix years and f i v e y e a r s ,
will also now have a chance, if they get a precinct election.
But if the board was t o cha n ge , bec a use they h av e tha t
authority, if they were to change when those elections were t o
come up a n d say we' re going to vote at large, they would be
right back where they are with no representation. I t g i ves t h em
a chance to elect somebody from their precinct.

SENATOR MORRISSEY: So we' re going from at large to precincts.

discuss the amendment?
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concept .

narrow district.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Well, we' re a l r e ad y t h e re . The h e a ri n g was
they wanted to go at large, and the board didn't want that.

SENATOR MORRISSEY: All right, come back with that again.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Right now it is precinct voting.

SENATOR MORRISSEY: Okay.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: And we will now have o ur s e c ond p r e ~ : . . t v o t e .
The board wanted it that way, a nd. . .

SENATOR MORRISSEY: R ight .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: ...and the people that testified on the bill
thought it should go at large so t he y c o u l d v ot e . But a f t e r
they simmered down, and I' ve talked to them, they think let's go
one whole round so every precinct gets a vote, and then if they
want to c h ange the boundaries, we will have th at seven
r epresent a t i o n sp r ead up and down the district. I t ' s a l o n g ,

SENATOR MORRISSEY: But it's still not the one person-one vote

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Oh , n o, I can exp l ai n . Th i s i s no t one
m an-one v o t e situation. This was engineered in, I t h i n k i t wa s
1915. It 's a unit of benefit. And that 's why th e b i g
landowners have controlled it. The engineer might say t h i s 80
acres had 200 units benefit and the 80 next to it 2 or 3. And
so the landowners who had all the units of benefits...if this
w as a on e man-one v o t e situation, one person, well I d on ' t kn ow,
t he Sup r e m e Cou r t said that, but a n yway, t hen i t wou l d
c mple t e l y l e t t h e sma l l landowners dominate. I t ' s been
dominated by the large landowners. And this is a fair way to

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . Furthe r d i scu s s i on ? Senato r
Hefner, followed by Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR HEFNER: Se n a t o r Ko r s h o j , I have a question for you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r K o rs h o j , p l e ase .

SENATOR HEFNER: I didn 't understand what board you' re doing

let them do it.
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l e f t .

this to, what...

SENATOR KORSHOJ: It's a drainage district board.

S ENATOR HEFNER: A nd h o w a re t he y o r g a n i ze d ? Something like an
NRL' board , o r. . .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: We ll, it was o r i g i n al l y or g an i z e d i n the
teens, and it...the one that got the most votes did not have to
run again for seven years. They elected one board m ember eac h
year, and the next six years, five, four, three, two. I t wa s
always an at large vote. But beings it was a unit of benefit,
do you understand the unit of benefit'?

S ENATOR HEFNER: U m - h u h .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: It 's a drainage district. They wan t t o ge t
rid of water, NRDs want to conserve water. And so t he a c r eag e
that had more benefit got more votes, in other words, you' re not
voting as a person, you' re voting your land,w hat was a s s e s s ed
at, at that time. They need to re-engineer it, because there is
land in there now that has benefits that has no votes.

SENATOR HEFNER: Okay, and how large a district is this'? Does
it cover counties or...

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Covers Burt and Washington County. I t ' s t h e
biggest one in the state, and it's about the o nly ac tive one

SENATOR HEFNER: Ok ay , so this would just deal with a drainage

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Drainage district, r igh t . And t hey cannot
expand their boundaries, they are l oc k e d i n b y l aw . I f t h ey
quit, they can never reform.

SENATOR HEFNER: O ka y .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: This is an obsolete form of government.

SENATOR HEFNER: Okay, thank you for that information.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r W e h r b e i n.

district.
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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. President and members, Senator Ko r sh o j ,
obviousl y I h a v e q u i t e a few questions for you.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Okay.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: How does this amendment, that just came,
compare to what the bill originally said? Can you desc r i b e h ow
it changes? And how has this been resolved among...have most
members in your particular drainage district agreed t o t h i s
particular compromise in this bill?

SENATOR KORSHOJ: The d i f f e r e n c e i s t he b i l l i s n o l on ge r , i t ' s
gutted. All this does is just add to the bill of two years ago
tha" once vou subdivide you let all members get one vote before
you resubdivide. Numbers of people in the district, I would s a y
ov rwhe l mi n g l y ar e f o r t h i s .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Does this...the unit benefit change, t he v o t e
per unit of benefit change in any way this way?

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Absolutely not. I t c a n no t b e ch a n ged w ithou t
an e n g in e e r i n g d oi ng t he who l e d i s t r i c t . And the y s a y t h at
would cost $80,000, and they can't afford it. And th e r e a r e 76
or 78,000 acres in the district, and I think they can afford not
to do it, because we have people paying nothing, w e have pe o p l e
paying too much. This does not affect any w a y t he u n i t of

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Does t h e l i t t l e guy i n t h i s case t h a t ar e
paying taxes for the benefit of others get benefitted by thi s
p ar t i c u l a r a m endment o r t h i s b i l l ? Or wi l l i t . . . ( i n t e r r u pt e d . )

SENATOR KORSHOJ: I t j u st gi ve s t h em a vo t e i n t he i r p r e c i n ct .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Does it equalize the voting procedure via
this method would you say? Does it come closer.

. .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: What do you mean equal i z e i t ?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Does it come closer to o ne p e r s o n - o n e . . . o n e
b enef i t - o n e p e r s o n , o r one v o t e . . .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: It doesn't change that ratio at a l l .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay, so t h e r e ' s . . .

b enef i t .
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SENATOR KORSHOJ: It 's just....all it's saying is if the board
decides that they, and t hey ha ve d ec i d ed t hey wanted t o
subdivide it for voting purposes, a l l t h i s do es s a y i s d on ' t l et
five precincts vote and then say the last two can' t.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay.

S ENATOR KORSHOJ: That' s a l l i t do e s, i t j u s t say s w h a t yo u ' v e
d one, l et ' s t ake o ne r oun d , and then let the new d i r e c t o r s
decide what shape they want these precincts.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: How long will it take to make a round ?

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Se v e n y e a rs , and th e s e c on d r o u n d i s n ow g o i ng
or. this spring. They vote every.

. .

u nders t and t h i s .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN:
f =n i s h e d .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Five years.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Five years, okay . Okay , I ' m t i y i ng to

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Ask some more questions.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: How does this impact those that are getting
the benefits and not paying much and also vice versa? H ow d o e s
this impact those that are paying quite a bit and get. . .no t
getting much benefit?

SENATOR KORSHOJ: The impact would be no different than if it
was a t i ar ge .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: See , t he b oa r d ' s t h eo r y was
representative from each of the seven d istricts.
r eassures t h at .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay, this does move toward that area.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Ye s .

So i t w i l l b e s i x y ea r s f r om n o w t o b e

w e w an t a
And t h i s
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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: And then if they get the new seven directors,
if they are new, and they decide they only want two districts or
three precincts for voting, they can do that. But it do esn' t
affect the taxing, it doesn't affect the units of benefit in any
way.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Doe s it give a small user a little bit more
impact?

SENATOR KORSHOJ: The small user has very little impact.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Either way.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Very little impact.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Either way, e i t he r w a y .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Eit her way. The idea o f doing t h is i s
ju::t...I talked to th em last weekend, the people I introduced
t he b i l l f or , an d t h ey sai d , well, I don't want them to change
it when th e si xth and seventh year comes and throw it back at
large, and then we have no chance to elect anybody. If it' s
fair for them, as they' re going down the line, let's take one
r ound and s e e w ha t h a p p e n s . I t ' s j u st f ai r n es s . Al l t h i s d o es
is fairness, it has nothing to do with how many units you have,
o" how many taxes you pay, it's just fair.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay. And it does go to seven un i t s t h en .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Yeah, they went to seven.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: They' ll be seven, an d t h a t i s a ssu r ed a s a
r esul t of you r b i l l .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Y es, i t ' s a l r ea dy se v e n . The boar d c o u ld
change it, they have that authority, and t h at ' s wh at ' s wr ong
with the bill we passed before.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Th ey could change the shape of that district
before every election, if they so d esi r ed , and t h at ' s wrong,
it's unfair.
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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Ho w many acres do you think, approximately,
is in this drainage ditch?

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Seventy-six to seventy-eight thousand, it was
almost a dollar an acre assessment, if they decided they wanted
to have it resurveyed and refigured.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay, thank you.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: And that was $80,000, was the estimated cost.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: That will suffice for now, thank you.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Okay.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank y ou . S enator S c h e l l pe p e r , would you
care to discuss the Korshoj amendment further'?

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Nr. Speake r a n d members , y es . I wou l d
also have a question of Senator Roosevelt. Frank, this ju st
d eals w i t h t h i s one d i s t r i c t , r i g h t ?

SENATOR KORSHOJ: It's only going to affect one district. There
are still several drainage districts,as I understand it. But
they all contract their work out. Our district does their own
work.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER. But the way that your amendment is written
if will only affect the one district, or will...can they all..

.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: It could affect any of them.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Could affect any of them.

SENATOR KO R SHOJ: But we hav e he ar d f r om n o d i s t r i c t s
whatsoever. And we' re going to probably see a lot of thes e
districts disappear and the NRDs don't really want them, they
don't have muc'.x taxing authority. But I thin k t hey ' r e an
obsolete form of government.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: So what you' re saying is that there could
be some other districts, but it has to be the same t yp e
district. You can't have the NRDs.

. .
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benefit division.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Jus t ...it just gives the board the option to
divide for voting precincts, to be two, three, four,w hateve r .
And the bill that this is going onto would just say once you do
it you s tay that way. It tells them how they do it, it has to
be divided as close as possible, not in acres, but in units of

SENATOR S CHELLPEPER: And t he small landowners are happy with
the amendment as well as the large.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: They would like a chance to vote this way, i f
the large ones have done it. And we' l l . . . by t he t i me t h i s wou l d
pass two p recincts would have already voted. And they s a y l e t
us have the same vote then, beings it was good to begin wi th ,
i t ' s g ot t o be good f or one tot al round. And i t's just
f a i r n e s s .

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: O ka y .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: That's all this does is fair.

SENATOR S"HELLPEPER: O k a y , t ha n k yo u , Fr an k .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Any ot h e r d i scu ss i on o n t h e
amendment? Senator Korshoj,would yo u c a r e t o c l o se ?

SENATOR KORSHOJ: I think we' ve had a nice little discussion.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen at o r Kor s h o j , excuse me. Senator Wesely,
would you care to discuss the amendment? I'm sorry, th e l i g h t
j us t c a me o n .

SENATOR WESELY: Th an k you , Nr. S p e ake r , memb e r s . I have
s tud ie d d r ai nag e district elections quite t horoughl y and
consider it o n e of my areas of expertise, and I must say that
this is probably one of the finest pieces o f l eg i s l a t i on I ' v e
ever seen o n the floor of the Legislature. A nd I k n o w S e n a t o r
K orsho j . " .as j u s t an s w e red a round of questions, and I think al l
of you would have to come to the same conclusion that this vote
on t h i s am e ndment a n d t h i s b i l x may be the most important vote
we make this s e ssion. So I'm very much in favor o f Sen a t o r
Korshoj's excellent work on this issue.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u, sir. And that brings us to Senator
M cFarland .
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SENATOR NcFARLAMD: Th a n k yo u , Mr . Sp eak e r . Since this iy such
a grea t p i e c e o f l eg i sl at i on , as Senato r We se l y h as affirmed,
I 'm wonder i n g , can you guarantee that this won't be vetoed since
you' re on i t ?

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r Ko r s h o j .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: You ' v e always been a friend of mine, I w i s h
you wouldn't have brought that subject up. ( Laughter . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k yo u . A ny o t he r d i scu ss i o n ?
Korshoj , w o u l d y o u car e t o c lose , p l ea s e .

SE'GATOR KORSHOJ: I thin k we' ve had enough discussion, l et ' s
just move it forward. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question before the body is t he ado pt i on
of the Ko rshoj amendment to LB 81. Those in favor please vote
a ye, op posed n ay . Pl e ase r ecord , N r . Cl er k .

CLERK: 26 aye s , 0 n ay s , Nr . Pr e s i de nt , on adoption of Senator
Korshoj's amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th e amendment is adopted.

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r Ko r sh o j , would you care to discuss the

Senator

acvancement of the bill.

SENATOR K ORSHOJ: Mr. Speaker and members, if there is no more
questions, and if Senator Wesely has no more c omments, I mov e
that we advance the bill as amended.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank y ou . Any d i scu ss i o n on th e a d v a n c ement
of the bill? Seeing none, those in favor of the advancement o f
L B 81 t o E & R I n i t i al p l ea se vo t e a ye, opposed n ay . Hav e yo u
a 1 v o t e d ? Reco r d , p l e ase .

CLERK: 2 7 ay e s , 0 n ay s , Mr . Pr e s i den t , on t he adv an c ement of
LB 81 .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion carries, the bill is advanced . The
Chair is pleased to note that we have some very special guests
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LR 249

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: Welcome to the 22nd day in this, the Second
Session of the Ninety-First Legislature. Our Chaplain of the
d ay, ou r o w n S e n a t o r C a rs o n R o ge r s . S enator R o g e r s . ( Gavel . )

SENATOR ROGERS: ( Prayer o f f er e d . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: (Gavel.) Thank you very much, Senator Rogers.
Ro 1 c a l l .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

SPEAKER B ARRETT: Thank you. Are there any corrections to the

agenda, L R 249 , Mr . Cl e r k .

J ourna l ?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any r epo r t s , m essages , o r ann o u n cement s ?

CLERK: Mr. President, Enrollment and R e v i e w r ep or t s LB Bl ,
L B 369 , LB 350 , LB 3 50A , and LB 692 t o Select File, some of
which have E & R amendments attached. That is all that I have,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t . (See pages 658-60 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Proceeding to item five on t o d ay ' s

CLERK: M r . Pr e s i den t , LR 249 was introdu=ed by Senator Scofield
and Dierks. It is found on page 647 of the Journal. (Read.)
Again, Mr. President, the resolution is on pa ge 647 of t h e
J ourna l .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you , Mr . Pr es i d en t . I shutter to
i n t r o d uc e t h i s r eso l ut i on kno w i n g t h at i t wi l l p r obab l y consume
us this morning and, yet, even though I do it with some good
humor, I also do it because it is an i ssu e t ha t cont i n u e s t o
emerge ac r o ss t he state. It is, i f you wi l l l o ok a t t he
hardout s o n y o ur de sk , e ven a c o u p l e o f yea r s ago, an d I don ' t
believe there is a date, but this is a 1987 column from the
Ru a l e c t r ' c b as that raised this question again ab ou t
what does outstate mean, and where is it, and I, for the life of
me, don't know . And, in fact, I teased Senator Hannibal, you
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was done by resolution last session.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wi them, would you c a r e t o c l o se or
withdraw the motion or...?

SENATOR WITHEM: Yeah , I would love to withdraw the motion.
T hank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . I t i s wi t hd r a wn . Mr . Cl er k ,
proceed.

CLERK: (Continued reading LB 543 on Final Reading.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: All provisions of law having been c omplied
with, the q uestion is, shall LB 543 pass? Those in f avo r v o t e
aye, o pposed n ay . Have y o u a l l vo t ed ? Record, Mr . Cl er k .

CLERK: (Read re c o rd vo t e . See p ag e s 69 4 - 9 5 of t h e Legis l a t i v e
Journa l . ) 4 1 ayes , 0 n ay s , 1 present and not voting, 7 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 543 p a s s es . And while the Legislature i s
in session and ca pable o f transacting business, I p r o p ose t o
s ign an d I d o s i gn LB 3 7, LB 4 09 , LB 422 an d L B 5 4 3. Al so an
announcement perhaps of gene ral interest, Senator Nelson
apparently was caught yesterday using the e xpress i o n " out s t a t e " .
She is now paying her penalty by donating rolls to her f avor i t e
society, specifically the Nebraska Unicameral. Her b i r t hd a y i s
i n J u l y , b u t she i s u s i n g t h i s as an opportunity to tre at her
colleagues. Anyt hing for the record, Mr. Clerk? T he Cha i r
r ecogn i z e s S e n a t o r C h a mber s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Point of order, i f I am n ot mi s t ak e n i n what
I heard, the Chair used that word too. I t h o u gh t I ' d c a l l i t t o
the Chair's attention.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chai r has just ruled you out of order,
Senator C h ambers . ( laught e r ) Mr . Cl er k , p l eas e .

C' ERK: Mr. President, amendments to be printed to be LB 81 by
Senators Withem, Korshoj and Hartnett. ( See pages 695-98 o f t he
Legis l a t i v e J our n a l . )

Hearing notice from the Natural Resources Committee,s igned b y
Senator Schmit.
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you want to withdraw these as wel l .

S ENATOR WESELY: Ye a h.

PRESIDENT: Is that correct, Senator Wesely?

SENATOR WESELY: Y ou c a n g o ah e a d a n d w i t hd r a w t h o s e at t h i s
t i me .

PRESIDENT: All right, they are withdrawn.

CLERK: Mr. President, I have nothing further on the bill.

PRESIDENT: Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS: I move t o adv ance th e bill, y ou r honor ,
M r. S p e ak e r .

PRESIDENT: Yo u have heard the motion, al l i n f avo r say a ye .
Opposed nay. It is advanced. LB 8 1 , p l e as e .

CLERK: M r . Pr e s i d en t , LB 8 1, I have E & R amendments pending.

PRESIDENT: Senator Landis, do you wish to handle that for u s ,
please, the E & R amendments on 81?

SENATOR LANDIS: I move the E & R amendments o n LB 8 1 .

PRESIDENT: You have heard the motion. Al l i n f avo r say ay e .
Opposed nay . Th e y ar e adopted .

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d ent , I now have an amendment to t he b i l l b y
Senators Withem, Korshoj and Hartnett. The amendment is on
page 695 of t he Jou r n al .

PRESIDENT: Sena tor Withem, ar you go i ng t o h andl e t h at ,

SENATOR W ITHEM: I w i l l s t a r t and Se n a t o r Kor sh o j wi l l h and l e
t he other portion of this. My amen dment d eals with t h e
manner . . . t h i s i s a b i l l t h at d ea l s w i t h t h e election of members
of. local political subdivisions. A> preci a t e Sen at or Korshoj
b r i n g i n g t h i s b i l l t o my at t ent i on and suggesting something that
he and I and Senator Hartnett and some others had attempted last
year by pl acing an am endment o nto Sen at o r Ch am b e r s' b i l l

p lease .
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regarding Douglas County commissioners might also be appropriate
here. Ny portion of the amendment deals with the election of
county board members, specifically, almost exclusively, it is
exclusively applicable to Sa r py Co u nty. Let me explain the
problems with Sarpy County at this particular time in our
history. Currently, there in our st atutes,not all of the
problems are about Sarpy County, no, just one of the very few
problems dealing with Sarpy County, Senator Landis, there are
currently three systems of electing county board members. There
is a unique statute that applies to essentially Douglas County,
all counties, I think 250,000 or above . The r e i s a not h e r
statute that applies to counties 100,000 to the 250,000 l ev e l ,
which is just La ncaster County . And t h en all the other
92 counties are in the same statute. Sarpy C o un ty , cu r r en t l y
following the current statute, elects...nominates its county
board members by district and elects them by district, as d o I
t hink most of th e counties in the state. Sarpy County i s a
growing county. After this next census, it is anticipated that
it will be above the 100,000 category. There will be more than
100,000 people living in Sarpy County. When that happens, they
will be placed inadvertently, through no legislative action
whatsoever they will be in the Lancaster County c ategory w h e r e
they will have to, I believe it's nominate by districts but
elect at large. It is not the desire of the Sarpy County people
t o d o t hat . Sar py C ounty p e opl e w a n t to maintain the
s tatus quo . Cur r en t county board consisting of I believe two
Republicans and three Democrats voted unanimously that they want
to see the current system maintained. What this amendment will
do, m y por t i o n of t hi s a mendment wi l l d o w i l l be i t wi l l . . . i t
will, in essence, amend the Lancaster County statute, the f loor
of that which is currently 100,000 and raise that up to 175,000
because Lancaster County's population i s c o n s iderabl y ab o v e
that. It will have absolutely no impact on Lancaster County but
will give Sarpy County considerably additional room to grow so
that they can simply maintain the status quo of the way in which
their current county commissioners are elected. I would , a s I
say, it has the support of the board. We did t h i s l a s t ye a r .
The Legislature adopted this amendment to Senator Chambers' bill
and we adopted something else that Senator Korshoj di d t o
Senator Chambers' bill. The problem was that when that bill got
over to the Governor's office, because of the controversy over
the Douglas County amendment, or bi l l , t he w h ol e b i l l w a s v e t o ed
and we lost it. We' re asking you to do it again. I would
indicate that it is not my desire at all to open up those other
issues, particularly the D ouglas County i ss u e . This i s a
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noncontroversial bill. as Senator Korshoj has explained to me,
and there shouldn't be any problems with it. T his i s s o meth i n g
we need to do this year so that after the census i s t ak e n t h e
process for the next election will remain as it has been in
Sarpy County for the last several years. With that, that is the
conclusion of my explanation. I would yield the rest of my time
to Senator Korshoj to explain his portion of this amendment.

PRESIDENT: Senator Korshoj, you have a minute.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Nr. President and members, how much time do I
have?

PRESIDENT: One minute, but you' re second after that so.
. .

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Okay . Well, mine deals with a Register of
Deeds. I discovered there is a law that says a R egister of
Deeds shall be elected in each county having a population of
more than 1 6 , 5 00 . And t h er e is four or five counties now
approaching that plateau, especially Washington County. Seward
County is approaching it. Box Butt e was at 14 , 6 00 i n t h at
range; m ay be York C ounty , which was 14,900. And all my part of
the amendment does is change that figure from 16,500 to 20,000.
And I contacted the Washington County Board of Supervisors, and
they sent a letter to me requesting that I definitely support
t hi s b i l l wh i ch was LB 492 last year. So I amended it onto
Senator Chambers' Douglas County commissioner bill where they
would be elected by districts. It unanimously carried on that
bill but, as Senator Withem said, we got it...we got it vetoed,
so I w ant to add that onto to this bill. T his should b e v e r y
noncontroversial. It's something our county needs v e r y , ver y
bad and it c ould affect a couple other counties. If there is
any questions, why that's it. Thank you .

P RESIDENT: T h a n k y o u . Senator Beyer, please, Emil Beyer.

SENATOR BEYER: Well, Nr. Speaker and colleagues, I 'm not i n
opposition to Senator Korshoj 's portion of the bill but to the
amendment. Senator Withem made the statement that the county
board went on record in favor of this and he is correct. But on
the other part that the people in the county support it, he is
incorrect, at least the people in my district do not support i t
and I have had quite a bit of comment from them. It's a little
bit different in the situation of our county, Douglas County and
Lancaster County, and I think that our previous legislators had
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looked at that when they put those population figures in. We
have one county commissioner represents over half the county as
far as geographies go, but the other four represent t he ot her
half of the county and, consequently, the portion of my district
has very little voice in what goes on, based on that fact. And
our county commissioner, a lot of times, is on the l ow e n d o f
the four to one vote t hat represents the portion that.. . t he
largest portion of what 1 represent. So that would be the idea
that I think probably there is a change needed. I kind of hate
to see it come in specifically for one county. I think it' s
something that needs to be looked to set up a system so that
Lancaster, Douglas, Sarpy, being the three largest count ie s i n
the s tate, are consistently the same on their election
procedures, be it...whether it is nomination by district and
elected at large or nomination by district ~ nd elec ted b y
district. And so with that thought in mind, I would like to see
a study on it but then I would also oppose the Withem amendment.
Thank you.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Korshoj, did you wish t o sp e a k
again? Yo u ' r e o n . Senator Warner, p l ea s e .

SENATOR W ARNER: Yeah , Nr. P r e s i d en t and
Legislature, I would first like to inquire of
there other amendments on the bill?

PRESIDENT: T h e r e a r e no ne no w. There a re n o ne .

SENATOR WARNER: T he thought occurred to me since the issue of
election of county offices have been subject of legislation,
o therwise w h i c h wou ' d be controversial, at least, a s fa r a s
Lancaster County, and I don't know where the bill is at that was
i n t r o duced . Bu t , obviously, is a germaneness question here that
one could raise which I do not particularly want to raise on the
amendment that is pending. But once we get the county
commissioners into a bill then, obviously, it would be subject
properly by germaneness to be involved in a whole host of other
possible Christmas trees and it's not the season for Christmas
trees. And I don't know if I want to raise the question at this
point or not. I guess I will be hesitant to vote yes because of
what may potentially occur and I don't really want to raise the
question. Se nator Withem. N o, because I d o n ' t k n o w , I suspect
maybe I may not vote. I have no objection to having it t reated
in a separate matter. I can understand what is attempted to be
done. I ce r t a i n l y have no pr oblem with Senator Kor sh o j ' s

members of the
t he C ler k , a r e
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amendment. I think that's very logical. But I guess I will not
raise the question then, Mr. Pre s id e n t , and will take the
position that should this be attempted to be used as a v e h i c l e
for something else, fight it out then.

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . S enator Lynch, yo u a r e u p n e x t , p l ea s e ,
followed by Senator Hartnett and Senator Withem.

SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. Chairman and f ormer P resident of t h e
Nebraska Asso c i a t i on of County Officials and members, I would
just a question about grandfathering in and, in fact, w ho t h e y
were and what counties that may or may not be affected by this.
Korshoj...Senator Korshoj, I think, answered that question, i f
what h e s ay s i s t r u e , and I certainly believe a man of that
integrity and esteem and I have no problem or question and thank
you very much.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Hartnett, please, f o l l owed by'Senator Withem.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr. President and members of the body, I
simply think that I want to reiterate some of the things that
Senator Withem said. I think this was brought to us by the
County Commissioners, and I think like he stated is that the
whole co u n t y boar d voted for this unanimously, even the p a r t
that represents Senator Beyer's part of the county. And I t h i nk
that doing this is the fair way to do it. I think we' re simply,
as senators, responding to what the county board, and I think it
makes logical sense to let it continue as i t i s . So I wou l d a sk
the body to support this amendment.

P RESIDENT: Th an k yo u . Senator Withem, would t hi s be y our
closing or did you wish some time in addition to yours? You' re
the last light.

SENATOR WITHEM: Oh, I will be happy to be recognized t o c l ose
if there are no other lights.

P RESIDENT: O k a y .

SENATOR WITHEM: Okay, thank you, Mr. President, and members, i n
response to I think what I heard Senator Warner say, and I ' m n o t
t oo s u r e. He was very c l ea r . Ther e was no mumbling or
anything, but his message, I don't know if his message wa s no
problem with Sarpy County fixing up its system to keep it as it
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is, but you' re not going to be too excited to see Lancaste r o r
Douglas County amendments come onto the bill. Although you and
I may differ on the philosophy of t ho s e appr o a c hes, as a
practical sense I share your concern and would not like to see
Senator Korshoj's bill be used. . . t o b e come a v e r y c ontrover s i a l
piece of legislation to deal with either Lancaster County or
Douglas County. That's what happened to it last year. I t was a
rider on another bill and it got vetoed for t h a t r e ason . I
think it's important i f Sar p y Cou n t y is to maintain its
status quo, as it is now, that this bill pass. So I will not be
supporting additional amendments t o t h i s b i l l t o deal wi t h
L ancaster o r Doug l a s . Now that means that there is 47 other
people besides you and I that may have different opinions on i t
but I wou l d h el p k eep t h o s e k i nd o f things off of this
particular bill because I think it's something that does need to
pass. Again, because Sarpy County is a growing. . .and t h i s does
n ot ch a ng e an y t h i n g , this is one of those very, very un iq u e
situations in here, to preserve the s tatus quo , y o u h ave t o p a s s
the bill. The current situation is that when a c ounty r eac h e s
100,000 in population it has to change its method of electing
county commissioners. A gain, I h ave he ar d nob o d y i n Sa r p y
County object to the current methodology of electing county
commissioners. Our county board is on record five to nothing in
favor of doing this, b esides , f r ank l y , I believe in the
philosophical approach towards district elections. M ost o f o u r
counties do, in fact, have those now and we should not al low a
statute that was not written for Sarpy County, that was written
specifically for Lancaster County, go into effect and change the
system in Sarpy County. For that reason, I would ask y o u t o
support the Korshoj with the Hartnett amendment.

PRESIDENT: The r e are no o ther lights,so that will be your
closing, Senator Withem7 Okay. The question is the adoption of
the Withem amendment. All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay .
R ecord, Mr . C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: 25 ayes , 1 n a y , Mr . P re si d e n t , o n the adoption of t h e
Withem, Korshoj, Hartnett amendment.

PRESIDENT: The amendment is adopted.

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Mr. President. I
have nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: S e n a to r K o r s h o j , would you like to move to adv a n ce
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over, Nr . P re s i d e n t .

It is advanced. Move on to LB 1050.

the bill, or speak about it? Okay. Senator Korshoj moves that
the bill be advanced. The question is, shall the bill be
advanced? All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay.

CLERK: S a y a y e .

P RESIDENT: Sa y a y e . All those in favor say aye. O pposed n a y .

CLERK: Nr. President, 1050, I have no E 6 R amendments. I do
h ave a mot i o n, how ever . S enator M o or e w o u l d move t o
indefinitely postpone the bill. Senator Weihing, I believe, as
principal introducer, would have the option to lay the b ill

PRESIDENT: Sen at or Weihing, do you want to take it up today

SENATOR WEIHING: Take i t u p .

P RESIDENT: O k a y . Senator Noore, do you want to talk about it'?

SENATOR MOORE: Yes. I simply filed this kill motion. I d o n ' t
intend to totally follow through with it because I know I don' t
have the votes so I don't want to waste my time. But I do wan t
to use this opportunity to remind the body just what exactly
LB 1050 does. It raises the maximum authority for the remaining
four community college areas, it raises them up to a similar
maximum levy authority that it has in the two western regions.
The only reason I have a problem with this bill, I guess the
problem stems from the fact that how easily and nonchalantly the
body is treating it. I only base my own personal experience
going back remembering the 1987 session, some ferocious debate
on LB 148 at the time that raised not two cents, like this bill,
b ut on e cen t , t he maximum authority N RDs ar e a l l owe d .
That...LB 148 was bantered about a variety of times, passed on a
narrow margin, vetoed by the Governor and t h e n cam e b ack , i t
h appened t o r ai n four inches in DeWitt that weekend, we had a
phone call from everybody in DeWitt, it was a major issue. And
at that time there was a great string of rhetoric on how you
should not support a bill like that because y o u wer e r ai s i n g
p ropert y t axe s . And I gue ss my concern with 1050 is, I
understand the analogy that Senator Weihing and the community
colleges have. Obviously, this is the second part of a two-part
package, t he o t he r par t already h av i n g be en p assed which

or . . . ?
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . Senator Weihing, as the birthday
boy, would you care to recess this body until 1:30 p.m.

SENATOR WEIHING: Mr. President and members of the Legis l a t u r e ,
I move that we recess until 1:30 p.m. today.

SPEAKER BARRETT. Than k you . You have heard the motion to
recess until one-thirty. All in favor say aye. Oppose d no.
Ayes have it. Carried. We' rer ecessed .

RECESS

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

CLERK: I have a guorum present, Mr. Pres i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou . Have you anything for the r ecord ?

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i den t , Enrollment and Rev iew r epor t s LB 8 1
corr e c t l y eng r os s ed , LB 9 56 c orr e c t l y eng r oss e d , and LB 10 50
c orre c t l y eng r o sse d . Mr. President, Senators L indsa y and
Morrissey have amendments to LB 315 t o be pri nted. (See
pages 985-87 of the Legislative Journal.)

And, finally, LR 257 is ready for your signature, Mr. President.

SPEAKER B ARRETT: And wh i l e t h e Leg i s l a t u r e i s i n s essio n a n d
capable of transacting business, I propose to sign and I do sign
LR 257 . Re t u r n i ng t o eneral File, Mr. Clerk, LB 7 99 .

CLERK: LB 79 9 , Mr . Pr e s i d en t , i n t r o d u ce d b y Sen at o r Beyer .
(Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 19 ! ast year,
at that time referred to Transportation. T he b i l l was adv an ce d
to General File, Mr. President. I do have committee amendments
p endin g b y Sen a t o r Lamb ' s Transportation Committee. (See
page 1078 of the Legislative Journal, Fir-t Session.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Beyer for the

S ENATOR BEYER: M r . Sp e a k e r , and colleagues, after t he he a r i ng
on LB 799 in committee, the committee discussed and then come up

purpose of introducing the a mendments .
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SPEAKER BARRETT: The Wesely-Lamb amendment is adopted. Senator
Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Th an k you , Senator Noor e , an d t h a n k y ou ,
Senator Lamb, and thank you all. I would move to readvance the

i s r e a d vanced .

b i l l .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any discussion? If not, those in favor of
readvancing the bill say aye. Opposed no . Ca r r i ed . The b i l l

CLERK: Nr . Pr e s i d en t , Senator Beck would move to r etur n t h e
bill for a specific amendment. ( See p a g e 1 2 0 0 f or t h e Beck
amendment. )

SPEAKER BARRETT: T he Chai r r ec o g n i z e s S e n a t o r B e c k .

SENATOR BECK: Th an k y ou , Mr . Speaker. In the spirit of, what
is it, camaraderie and so I visited with Senator Wesely a nd h e
tells me th a t t he bill will not go on to be voted on today.
This was...th is specific amendment was one that we w a n t e d t o
discuss. So, with that, I t h i n k t h a t we ' l l save t h i s amendment
for when 678 returns the last time to Final Reading . So , in
good faith, I withdraw my amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. It is withdrawn. M embers, p l ea s e
r etur n t o you r desks in ant icipation of Final Reading.
Nr. Clerk, will you proceed with the r eading o f LB 102 2?

CLERK: ( Read LB 1 02 2 o n F i n al Rea d i ng . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: (Microphone not activated) complied with, the
question is, sh all LB 1022 pa ss? Those i n f avo r v ot e aye,
opposed n ay . Have you a l l v ot ed ? P lease r e c o r d .

CLERK: ( Record v o t e r ea d . See p ag e 120 1 of the L egislative
J ourna l . ) 4 1 aye s , 0 nays , 8 excu sed and n ot v ot i n g ,

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 1022 pass es . LB 8 1 .

CLERK: ( Read LB 8 1 o n F i n a l Re a d i n g. )

SPEAKER BARRETT: All provisions of law relative to pr ocedure
having been complied with, the question is, s hal l L B 8 1 p a ss ?

Nr. P r e s i d e n t .

10581



March 7, 19 90 L B 81, 9 56 , 1 0 5 0

Mr. P re s id en t .

Those in fa v or vo te a y e , o p p osed nay. Hav e you a l l voted?
Record, p l e a s e .

CLERK: (Record vote read. See page 1202 of the Legislative
Journal . ) 42 eyes, 0 nays , 7 e x cused and not vot ing ,

S PEAKER BARRETT: L B 8 1 passes. LB 956 E .

CLERK: (Read LB 956E on Final R eading.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: A ll provisions of law relative to procedure
having been complied with, the question is, shall LB 956 with
the emergency clause attached become law? Those in fa v o r v ot e
aye, opposed nay . Pl ea se r e c o rd .

CLERK: (Record vot e r e ad . See pag e 1 2 0 3 of the Legislative
Journal . ) 42 ayes , 0 nays , 7 ex cus e d and n ot vo t i n g ,

S PEAKER BARRETT: L B 956 E p a s ses . L B 1 0 50 .

CLERK: Mr. President, I have a motion on the des k . Senat or
Noore would move to return the bill for a specific amendment,
the amendment being to strike the enacting clause.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Moore.

SENATOR MOORE: Yes, Mr. Speaker and members, LB 1050, I j u st
want to have a few seconds to make sure on this rainy morning we
know what this bill does. I know some other senators want to
say a few things too. Remember, this is the bill that simply
recognizes the problem that we created a few years ago when we
allowed two of our technical community college areas i n t h e
western part of th e state to tax...to have a maximum limit,
limit more than nine, up to ll. And this bill simply s ays w e
recognize the problem so to solve the problem we' ll raise
everybody u p to 11 . And I guess the problem I have a lways h a d
on this floor is that past skirmishes on these maximum levies
have been massive blood lettings that take a long t ime . Th i s
one, for a va riety of r easons, h as mo v ed along here w i t h
probably less than 50 minutes debate all the way along. I t h i n k
it's one of those things, what you' re doing i s yo u ' r e rais i ng
the maximum levy limit for the technical community colleges
across t h e s t at e . And it's one of those things that I don' t

N r. Pres i den t .
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discussion, I gu ess the Legislature isalerted to this change.
I t ' s a significant change and whatever happens, happens, but at
least we know what we' re doing. Thank you . And I wi l l wi t hd r aw
that motion.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. It is withdrawn. If members will
return to their seats, the Clerk can read the bill. While we' re
wait i n g , wh i l e t he Legislature is in session a nd capabl e o f
transacting business, I propose to sign and I do s ign LB 10 2 2 ,
LB 81 , LB 9 56 , LB 1050 , and LB 8 63 . Mr . Cl er k , wil l you r ead
8 30, p l e a s e .

CLERK: ( Read LB 830 o n F i n a l Re a d i n g . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: All provisions of law relative to pro cedure
h avin g b een com p li ed wi t h , the question is, shall LB 830 pass?
Those i n fa vo r vo t e ay e , opposed n ay . Have yo u a l l v ot ed ' ?

CLERK: (Record vote read. See page 1209 of the Legislative
Journa l . ) 41 aye s , 1 nay , 2 p r e se n t a n d n ot v ot i ng , 5 ex cu se d
and not voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 830 pass es . LB 8 31 .

CLERK: ( Read LB 83 1 o n F i n a l Re a d i n g . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: Al l p r ov i s i o n s of l aw relative to procedure
h aving b ee n c o mp l i e d w i t h , the question is, shall LB 831 p a ss?
All in favor vote aye, o p p osed n ay . Pl e ase r ecord .

CLERK: (Record vote read. See p age 1210 of the Legislative
J ourna l . ) 43 e ye s , 0 n ay s , 1 present and not voting, 5 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 8 3 1 p a s s e s . LB 88 8 .

CLERK: ( Read LB 888 o n F i n a l Re a d i n g . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: All provisions of law relative to procedure
h aving b ee n c o mp l i e d w i t h , t he q u e s t i o n i s , sh a l l LB 888 p as s ?
Those i n f avo r v ote aye , op p os e d n ay . Have you a l l v o t ed ?
R ecord , p l e a s e .

CLERK: (Record vote read. See pages 1210-11 of the Legislative

Please r e c o r d .
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Th an k you . You have heard the motion by
Senator Wesely to recess until one-thirty. All in favor say
aye. O p posed no . Car r i ed . We are recessed. (Gavel. )

RECESS

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: R o ll c al l . R ecord, Mr . C l e r k .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Anything for the records

CLERK: Mr. President, I do. Bills read on Final Reading, this
morning, have been presented to the Governor a s o f 12: 15 p . m .
( Re. LB 1 0 2 2 , LB 8 1 , LB 9 56 , LB 1 0 50 , L B 8 6 3 , L B 9 3 8 , L B 9 3 2 ,
L B 917, L B 8 88 , L B 8 3 1 , L B 8 3 0 , L B 5 7 9 , L B 1 1 99 , L B 9 2 2 , L B 9 5 4 ,
L B 978, L B 9 87 , L B 9 8 7A , L B 1 0 37 , L B 1 0 67 , L B 1 1 78 , L B 1 1 0 2 , andLB 1077.)

Your Committee on Enrollment and Review report s I B 1018 ,
L B 1136, LB 122 2 , LB 4 2A , L B 220A, LB 3 6 9A, L B 8 8 0A , L B 9 2 3 A ,
LB 1090A to Select file, some o f wh i ch have Enrollment and
Review amendments attached, Nr. President. (See pages 1233-36
of the Legislative Journal.) Tha t's all t ha t I h ave ,

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h a n k y o u . Perhaps a very brief announcement
from the Chair regarding our deliberations tomorrow. I t i s my
hope that we can work through the lunch hour tomorrow, with t he
thought in mind that we can adjourn a little early tomorrow for
the long weekend. It's my intent, at the present time, to work
t hrough th e noo n hour to mo r r o w, and look to wa rd an early
adjournment tomorrow afternoon. Contrary to previous statements
made b y t he Cha i r , it will not be my intent to schedule
appropriations bills tomorrow, budget bills tomorrow. We wi l l
be looking at them, probably, Nonday or Tuesday of next week.
W e wil l con t i nu e with the agenda tomorrow with so m e Fi n al
R eading , pr oba b l y some Select File, a nd p e r h ap s sen a t o r
priorities on General File. Any quest i o ns ? Nr . Cl e r k , would
y ou br i n g u s u p - t o - d a t e .

N r. Pr es i den t .
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1 077, 1102 , 1 1 78 , 1 1 9 9
LR 279

communication regarding s igning of LB 102 2 , LB 81 , LB 956,
LB 1050, LB 86 3, LB 92 2 , LB 1199, LB 57 9, LB 830 , LB 831,
LB 888, LB 9 17 , L B 9 32 , L B 9 38 , L B 9 54 , L B 9 78 , L B 9 87 , L B 9 8 7 A ,
L B 1037, LB 1067 , L B 1 0 77 , L B 1 1 0 2 , a nd LB 1178. S ee p ag e 1 3 0 6
of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, new A bill, LB 905A by Senators Johnson, Dennis
B yars and Scof i e l d . (Read by title for the first t ime . See
page 1307 of the Legislative Journal.)

Notice of cancellation of hearing by the Government Committee.

New resolution by Senator Robak. Tha t will be laid over.
( LR 279 a p pear s on pag e 1 3 07 of the Legislative J ournal . )
That's all that I have, Mr. President.

Mr. President, I n ow have a series of amendments to both the
committee amendments and the bill. The first amendment t o t h e
committee amendments that I have is by Senator Smith. Senator
Smith's amendment i s f ou n d on page 1 1 9 5 o f t he Jour na l ,

PRESIDENT: Senator Smith, please.

SENATOR SMITH: Th m k you, Mr. President,members of the body,
you have a very simple amendment before y o u, AM2 6 59 , i n t he
Journal. It's simply asking,and I do' want to, I guess, begin
by thanking the Appropriations Committee for the recommendation
that they have made for a $212,000 increase to programs, which
are be ing p r o v i d ed u nde r the Community Aging Services Act ,
commonly k n own a s CASA. This amount though is about a seventh
of the amount of money that was originally requested and we can
go back in history a little bit, a nd you have been handed a f ac t
sheet on C A SA which i s . ..you will see it appears to be a little
thing with a little State of Nebraska and the breakdown o f t h e
e igh t a r ea agen c i e s in the state, which was handed out by the
Nebraska Association of Area Agencies on Aging, telling you all
a bout wh a t CAS A is, the historic information about CASA, what
the problem is, and so on. And you wi l l recall that the
Community Aging Services Act was enacted by the Legislature in
1982. It was intended to provide comprehensive agi n g service
programs th ro ughout Nebraska by 1 9 8 4 . At that time, the cost to
the state was supposed to be a little over $2.5 million. Well,
we all know that, as many times as I have talked about this, the
money was not funded, it was partially f unded, and wha t even

M r. Pr e s i d e n t .
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